a little vanity in the bufband helps out 
“his good-nature ; ‘he lecretly rewards him- 
fel for-bis facrifice by the gonfeioulnels of 

his fuperioritys he feels a felf-complacency 
in. his patient, conde(cenfion to her weak- 

aefs, which tacitly flatters his own ftrength: 
end hes, as it were, paid-for ftooping, by 
» the increafed fenfe of ~his-clwa tallnefe, 
Seeing. ulfoy:perhaps, but little of other 
women, she gets-to believe that they are 
all pretty muchalike, and that; “as aman 
* of fenfe; he muft content’ himfelf with 
what he takes to :bethe: common-lot, 
~ Whereas, in truth,, by, his: mifplaced. ine 
dulgence, he-has rathcr.made his own lot 
than dratum it ;.and thus, throngh-an :in- 
dolent defpait in the thufband of being able 
to effet any) improvement by-oppofition,. 
seeks enn septs of te Ae 
saga aNch Layee he 






y vera) Gee of z 4 ‘ , 
, The posts again, who, to do 
Jultice, ate always ready to lend a i 
‘hand when atly mifchief is to be done, 
Shave contributed their full share towards 
confirming thefe feminine follies: they 
hhave ftrengthened by adulttory maxims, 
fang in feducing Mrains, “thofe faults 
which their talents and: their. influence 
fhould have been employed in correing. 
By fair and youthfal females an argument, 
drawnfrom found experience and. real 
life is: commonly. repelled by a ftanza ; 
and a couplet is confidered as nearly of 
» the fame’ validity with 2 text. When 
© Fie toy defeed and delicately weal 1 9" 
is not a Mandasd of feeblenels held out to 
™ =" ¥ yg" them, 
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‘theins sto avkich vanity will- gladly tel 
sat win dagchs ah odblononead 
eabily at upy or 
ihe Dy Spins 
onWhen sladies -aretold® bysthe fine 
miifleading,: Hbsaeipo hear igh f wactsriey) 
that * finifes and tears are the 
slavom tks. ste ablated 


" jh mieten wo the “ytrotig.?” 
pooh hi i th Chap ail 
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ee it» ato iia, 
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before, about their “-amiable-weakaefs," 
learasto:dook tubout-ahem for the belt 
fuccedanewtn td ftrength; the fappofed 
abfence: of which “they fometimes “endea- 
your to Supply by artifice. + roe 
the weakelt. woman frequently furnithes 
the converte :to the famous: reply! of the 
French minifter,, who, when he Wwas‘at~ 
cufed of governing the mind of that feeble 
Queen. Mary de Medicis by. forcery, 
replied, “thatthe only “forcery he had, 
“ ufed, was that influence which trong, 
minds naturally have over weak ones.’ 

Bat though it be fair fo ‘to-ftudy' the 
tempers, defegts, and weakieffes of others, 

as. to. convert our Knowledge of them 
to the promotion of their benefit and oar 
own} and though it be making a lawfol 
ule of our penetration. to avail ourfelves” 
of the faults-of others for “their good ‘to 
edification 7” yet. all deviations from 
the une acamadune 
every plot infidioufly to turn influence to 
So pene Saag me 
from 


“vist cn treats 

from a bribed : 
“Yand jutico€ Would refute fo. dur, withes ; 
~uthefe papal WE the operationéoF that 
Jowelt and:mott’ defpicable engine; felfihh 
“seonning, eee eee 
» yAnd naludeily women | ree their 
“Ratural defire to pleate, and -from. their 
pfometimes :doubting by what, means this 
‘end may tbe belt effedted, are in 
“more danger of ‘being led into’ diffimula- 
“gion “than: amen; for diflimulation! is: the 
refult of weakneld; it is the refuge of doubt 
‘ahd: diftroft, rather than’-of -conftious 
Brengih, the dangers of which ic another 
way. \-Franktels,’ treth, and “fimplicity, 
“thoreforc,'as they ate inexpreffibly charm. 


| polfeiors-of them: with to plealé, (and why 
Sfhould-they-not wilh iv?) ‘they diféain to 
“ave recourfe toramy thing burwhatis fair, 
and juft, and honeurable to effet it 5-that 
= fcorn-toattainabe moft defired:.end 
by 





ier chasis and by tne 
Rudied naiveté. Fae sin ee 
quantity of art fome people put in praétice 

Jn orderto appear natura! ; and: the deep 
dejfign wbich i fer-at work: a" 


URE brit lboe st ates inert ante tot eades5 
oe 





pare Br 


7 fieétions willbe . 
out'intofuch thin lamina as to leave little 


folidity remaining. The heart which is 
\ my conti- 


porating in univerfal civilitics 5: feo whct: 
is faying fond and flattering things at rami: 
dom, to.a, circle of five hundred. people: » 
everymights 4», mae eicohiagy 











decided a€ts of diffipation? Could it be 
forefeen that’ when a fine lady thould fend 
ouit a notifiedtion thar on fuel a night'fhe’ 
‘enh lieing ihe my oi 





convey? 


wertdhes tna}ipaon ancuhd:s2. Sided th 
her own houfe fhould operate with fuch 
Seen one aeen s 
all-bex friends ? sensitgayl : 


tié words at home,’ now poflels -the'pawet~ 
Sak lallonnct ott drawing: together every: 
til, fine within the Iphere of thee attrac 
toh} may need alfo to be apprized, that 
the guefts afterwards are not afked what was 





Troe wea ies 


ia a 





require futtenance 

Objet is not to be effegted with the threds 
aiid parings, rounded off from the' circle of 
a diffipated life; but in order to’its ades 
quate ‘execution, the mother thould carry, 
it on Wwithrthe farhe fpirit and perfeverance 
at home, which the father thinks:it necef 
fary tobe exerting abroad in” his public 
dlity or profellional engagenientss || » 

‘The ufaal vindication (and in theor 
it has a plaufible found) which has been 
offered for the large portion of time fpent 
by women in acquiring ornamental talents, 
is, that they are calculated to make’ the 
poffeffor love home, and that they ‘ine 
nocently fil up the hours of Jeifure._ The 





when, there; they, are’ fedulous invturn+ 
ing time to the belt account? Ifpeak/not 
of that rational and refpettable clafs of 
women, who, applying: (as many of theny 
do) thefe elegant talents'to their true par- 
pofeyemploy them ‘to fill up the vacancies 
Of better occupations; ‘and to embellith the: 
Véifure’ of a life adively good. But do 
We generally fee that even the moft vaki- 
able and fober part of the reigning fenialé’ 
acquifitions leads their poffeffor to fcenes 
moft favourable to the enjoyment of them? 


to feenes which we | naturally fup- 
order to the more 
Si cn a 


Boi not thofe delightful purfuits, 
and drawing, for inftance, feem, 
to court the fields, the woods, and 

L = Far uanigge a 


may the author be allowed to fugyelt-a 
few remarks on the evils which have 
arifen from the general confpiracy of the 
gay to ufurp the regions of the fick; and 
from their converting the 























- ee-by the imple Galtdadiedientaned 
f oe is prefumed that this 
as others, is daily re- 

experience. 


: coo a Ramapo 








examples. of the derelidion of family dis z 

ties sand the number will: not be fowrid 

comhiderable who hare been led atray by 
‘fa fow des 





mood 34 
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‘Will nor find them antong the clafs of foes 
as are overdone with work, but with plea> 
fares The natoral and: healthful fatigues of 
bafinefs may be recruited by fimpleand 


dulge, by ‘eating ‘and drinking: a little 
too much at every day’s dinner ‘and! every 
night’s fupper, more effectually under- 
imines the health, than thofe more rare 
exceflgs by which others now and then 
in upon a life of general fobriery, 

his illuftration is not mtroduced. with 

a defign to recommend occafional devia- 
ey arn 





any ‘thing in it fo grofs as to fhock the 
eonfcience ; and when I hazard an opinion 
that this ftate is: more formidable, becaule 
lefs alarming, than that which bears upon 
it a more determined charaéter of evil, T 
ho more mean to! fpeak of the latter in 
fight and palliating terms, than J would 
intimate, becaufe the fick fometimes re- 
cover from a fever, but feldom from a 
pally, prebembuicentulas Nor oe, 
healthy fate,’ . Ds. Ha Seem, « 
~But sthere PERE Pie 5. 
the. firftconcoSion,  out,of whieh, «he _ 
fubfequent errors. : 
~ then, ,..a8.bas been obferved. 


sen M3 








‘refle@ion,: which-makes up’ the’ mbral~ 
which ‘have ‘difplay for their objet defpite ” 
the narrow ftage of horie#) they déniand ® 
mankind for ‘their fpe€tators, and the” 
watldsfoe sheir-theatyé, .)220=) Sool adi ps 

While one cannot fhrinking '% 
eprenr erage psig east 
lovely in perfon, and engaging in mind and” 





"open ARs ones 1. 
Rap arm 4] 
Sail ee | 
might be re 
domeftic comfort muft neceffarily be kept = 
in the back ground, and where fuch) anlyw 
cap be brought into Te Sug 
ticularly, calculated to, certainty 9: 
Fg! ei a yn) yievell 
Grid aby eh =~ 
ee 


And win by rarenele! oy ies 
herr 
ibe eee 

nions in th Why do.» 
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all, the diligence and devorednelsy: a 


168) 


-the-conteinpt \of 


the facrifiee of time) all 


Cafes all the 


‘tet 


eee 
‘eave, all the ‘rifks ‘of fortiuie 


(half of which, i€ direéted to. their true 
«objects, would “change the very ace of 


oblivion 


“and the’ frightful, 
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cnet ee 

yr shee ten tte fhe ric aeattoderery, 
‘ttle 1 ON? ABR Rie at Yd Hoar 
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ail On public. amufement. Waller; 

may Se rate! eg. iFhd acase watt 
Ths eee we the long 
contefted ficld of controyerly..as, to the 





ON PURLIC AMUSENENTS. yt 
for them: there is in this refped a fort of 


general charaéter, wherein the greater part, 
mote or lefs, mult coincide. But in thelt 


pendent; and'oF ourfe the habicual at 

the genuint bent and bias of the 

dire molt likely to be feen in’ thofe 

Which every perfun is at liberty to choolt 

for himfelf. olds nad 
When a troly religious principle thall 

have acquired fuch a degree of force 


ae eting 4, Tee re ity Ta 
on AMUSEMENTS. — Igg 
rete Wie wile pookifice 


Joyments will increafe in a dirett, propors 
_tion to her increafed relith for thofe plea- 
fures which religion enjoins and beltows. 
So that at length if it were poflible to 
fuppofe thgt an angel could come down 
to take off as it were the interdié, and to 
invite her to refume all the pleafures the - 
jhad renounced, and to.refume them with 


ce 
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: ree, Se 
MONE, pre nev allo 5, ‘hex esploynent of 
time is changed ; her, turn pf converfation 
‘paltered; * old shings ae BMPS ABT. 
“* all things .are, become, new. » 
vand worldly fociery, "the wl eldom 
il to feel. a fost of pncafinels, which will 
Produce. one of thele two effets; fhe 
‘will cither, as proper feafons _ prefent 
themiclves, flruggle hagd to introduce 
fuch fubjests as may be ufeful to others ; 
er, fuppofing chat the finds herfelf unable 
1 effect this, the will, as far as the pru- 
‘dgntly cag, herfelf from all_un- 


pret egeresr ave F 
Be ing 
a little cof that and 
hing ere thy ay gen 


wary 


‘ Tchas been warmly wrged as-an objecs 
tion to certain religious books, ands par- 
ticularly againit a recent work of high 
worth and celebrity, by a dittinguitied 
Tayman *, that they have fer the Randaré 
of felf-deniat higher than reafon or ever 
than Chriftianity requires. Thefe works 
do indeed elevate the generat tone of rer 
ligion to a higher pitch than is quitecon 
venient to thofe who arc at infinite paine 
to conftru& a conifortmble and compre. 
henfive plan, which hall unite the quel 
tionable pleafures of this. world with the 
promifed happinefs of the next. I fay it 
has been foinetimes objected, even by (bole 
readets who on the whole greatly admire 
the particular work alluded to, thatit ix 
unreafonably ftriG in the perceptive and 

prohibicory parts; and.efpecially that iting 
© * Pai View Re Sai. Wtblaronees 
i sad 7 dividually 


ah, OFA AMPERES: 
and Specifically forbids certain. 

amofements, with a fevrity 2. 
ibe fn inte ps and is fery-) 
puloufly. rigid in. condemning. diverfions.., 
hr is, faid in’ the New, 
Teltament: each obje€tor, however, is fo 
far reafonable, as only to: beg quarter for , 
her own favourite diverfion, and gencroully 
abandons the defence of thofe in which the, 
herfelf has no pleafure. 

But thele objectors do not feem to” 
underftand the true genius of Cheiftianity.. 
They do not confider that it is the charac- 
ter of the Gofpel to exhibit a fcheme of 
principles, of which it is the tendency to 
infufe fuch a fpitit of holinefs as muft 
be utterly incompatible, not only with — 
cuftoms decidedly vicious, but with the 
very fpirit of worldly pleafure. They do 
not confider that Chriftianity is neither a 
table of ethics, nor a fy{tem of opinions, 
nora bundle of rods to punifh, nor an. 

: exhibition of rewards to allure, nor a 
ae stehe nor merely a code of 
‘~ laws 5 


ow puaiTG AniusaalBiits” 19g 


lave} Bue it Ws Pag gard 
into the Weart by the’ word and’ the 
of God, ‘out ‘of which principle wil i 
peeing tangent pathos 


invariable defire of pleafing God, and 4, 
conftant’ fear of offending him. A real 
Chiiftian, whofe heart is once thoroughly 
imbued with this principle, can no more — 
return to the amufements of the world, 
than a philofopher can. be refrethed. 
with’ the diverfions of the vulgar, or a 
man be amufed with the recreations of a 
child. The New Teftament is not a mere. 
ftatute-book: it is not a table where - 
every offence is detailed, and ite corres 
fponding penalty annexed: it is not fo _ 
much a compilation, as a _/pirit of laws : 
Seg rect pr ey BE 
as fuggelt a temper and 
i's pel ie wi ih 


wi, shuaisa. enc tel 


o4 
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then reigning and corrupt: fafbions, which 
were probabily,. like the ‘fahions of other 
countries; temporary -anul locals, but ‘jit 
ftruck at that worldlinefs, which isthe root 
and ftock-from which ——. fafhions 
proceeds . dry): tener 
‘The ptaphet-Taiah, svhovadlireffed hens 
Self more -particularly..1o the) Lfraclitifh 
women, inveighed not only againft vanity, 
Juxury, and) immodefty, in’general ; "bat 
precife-inftances of each, to ‘which ‘the 
women of rank in the particular coun- 
try he’ was addrefling were efpecially ad- 
diéted; nay, he enters into the minute 
detail * of their very perianal decorations, 
and brings fpecific charges againft their 
levity and extravagance of apparel; mean- 
ing, however, chiefly to cenfure the turn 
of charaéter which thefe indicated. But 
athe Gofpel of Chrift, which was to be ad- 
sdrefled fo all ages, flations, and countries, 


* Msish, chap. i, 
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7 for though many of the cenfur 
able modes which the prophet fo feverely 
reprobated, continued probably to be itil 
previtlent in Jerulalem in the days of our 
Saviour, yet how little would it have fuired 
the univerfality of his miffion, to have con- 
fined. his preaching to fuch local, limited, 
and fluétuating cuftoms! not bur that 
there are many texts which actually do 
define the Chriftian conduct as well as 
temper, with fufficient particularity 10 
ferve as a condemnation of many prac- 
tices which are pleaded for, and often to” 
point pretty directly at them *. 


© By the way, it would be well for thofe modith 
Chritians who vindicate excefiive vanity in drefs and 
decoration on the principle of their being mere mat- 
ters of indifference, to confider that foch praMices 
ftrongly mark the temper and fpirit with which they 
are codneéted, and in that view ure fo little creditable 
tW'the Chriftian profeffion, as to furnith a jutt fubjeé 
of fufpicion againil, the piety of thole who indulge 
in them, 


Had 
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Had Peter, on «that -miemiorable'" 
when he added three thoufand '¢ 






rowed his fubje& to a rant me 
againtt this divérfion, ot that public place, 
or’the other vain amufement, it might _ 
_ indeed have foited the éale of fome of the 
femile Jewith converts who were prefent; — 
but'fuch reftriétion® as might have been 
appropriate to'them, would ynot 
have applied to the cafes of the Parthians ~ 
and"Medes, 6f which bis audience’ was 
partly compofed; or fuch as might have 
‘belonged-to them would hhave’been totally 
inapplicable to the Cretes and Arabians ; 
or again, thofe which fuited thefe would not 
have'applied to the Elamites and Meéfopo- | © 
tamians. By fuch partial and circumferibed 
addreffes, his multifarious audience, com. 
pofed-of all nations and wcountries, would) * 
oe Saracen eg tenn beas e >-2 
“ pricked to the heart.”" But when he 
preached on the broad ground of general 
repentance and: remiffiion of fins:in thes “ 
* name 


oon 
pe Lip Aenea oe ee 
would have been of Jitu: ule to, ftrangera. 
returning to their refpective nations. The; 
ardent Apottic, therefore, acted more.cone 
fiftently in, communicating to them, the» 
large and_ comprehenfiye.. Spirit ofthe 
Gofpel, which thould, at,once involve all» 
their featrered and. feparate duties, as well 
as reprove all their {cattyred. and feparatey: 
corruptions ; for the whole always i 
a part, and the greater involves the, Jefe. 
Chrift and his difciples, inftead of limiting 
their. condemnation to thrpeculiar vanities 
reprehended by Haiah, embraced the very 
foul and principle of them all, in fuch ex~ 
hortations.as the. following : “ Be ye not)” 

* conformed to. the, wrrld:”—« If any”? 
a Jove the world, the love of the’ © 

“ Father 
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© Pather is not in him 7?“ The faltion 
“of this world paffeth away” Our 
Lord “and his Apoftles,, whofe futuré un- 
limited’ audience was to be'made up out 
‘of the whole world, iattackéd’ the evil 
“heart, Out of which all thofe incidental, 
jocal, peculiar, and populat corruptions 


proceeded. 

In the gime of Chrift und his immediate 
‘followers, the luxury anid intemperance of 
the Romans had arifen to a pitch before 
unknown in the world; but-as the fame 
Gofpel which its Divine Author and’ his 
difciples were then preaching to the hun- 
‘Bry and neceffitous, was afterwards ‘to be 
reached to high and low, not excepting 
the Roman emperors themfelves; the 
large precept, “ Whether ye eat or dtink, 
“ or whatever you do, dovall to the glory 
* of God,” was likely to be of more ge- 
neral ufe, than any feparate exhortation 
to temperance, to thankfulnefs, to mode- 
vation as to quantity or expence ; which 
laft indeed mult always be left in’ fome 

degree 
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Csclar's houfehald,” 
he could: hardly fail to have beard, nor 
could. he have heard without abhorrence, 
of fomevof the fthionable amufementsin 
the coust.of Nero. Jie mult. have se. 
flected with peculiar indignation on many 
things which were prackifed in the Cireen- 
fiaw games: yet, inflead of pruning this 
corrupt tree,/and fingling out even the 
inhuman gladiatorial {ports for the ob- 
je of his condemnation, he laid his axe 
to the root of all corruption, by preaching 
to them that Gofpel of Chrit of which 
he was not afbimed ;” and thewing to 
them that believed, that: it was the power 
“of God and the wifdom of God,” 
Of this Gofpel the great object was, to 
attack not one popular evil, but the whole 
body of fin. Now the doétrine of Chrilt 
baler ig pe veel Deeper Seer 

3 i 
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for deftroying this’; for How Ould the’ fers 
vid imagination of the Apottle {6 power. 
fully infored he: Ketienteels dF)” 


infifting on the coltlinet of ‘the 
“which was offered for its expiation 2! Ie 
is fomewhat remarkable, ‘that ‘about’ the 
very time of his preachiny to the Rothans, 
the public tafte had fimk to fuch an excefs 
of depravity, that the very women engaged 
in thofe fhocking encounters with the 
But, in the firlt place, it was better that 
the right practice of his hearers fhould 
grow out of the right principle; and next, 
his fpecifically reprobatin thele diverfions 
night have had this iff effeét, that fucceed- 
Hag’ ages, ‘Yeeing that they in thelr. ama 
ments came fomewhiat fhort of thole dread- 
ful exceffes of the polifhed Romans, would 
Only have plumed theinfelves on their own 
comparative fupériotity ; and, on th 
Principle, even the bull-ights of Madrid 
night ‘have had their panegyiifls. ‘The 
. truth 


firlt Chriftian emperor. heh 
» Befides, ‘the Apoliles,. by inveighing 
agaiatt fome particular idiverfions, might 
shave feemed to fanétion all which they 
did not adtually cenfure : and as, in the 
lapfe of time and the revolution of govern- 
ments, cuftoms change and manners 
fuctuate ; had a minute reprehenfion of - 
the falhion’ of the then exiting age been 
ithed in the New Teltament, that por 

tion of fcriprure muft in time have become 
obfolete, even in that very fame country, 
when the fathions themfelves fhould have, 
changed. Paul and his brother Apoflles 
knew that’ their epiftles would be the 
oracles of the Chriftian world, when thiefe, 
temporary diverfions would be forgotten.. 
panic conlequence+of this knowledge, et 


fathions of all and of country 
i foe Gal of ie wos ou 
"Therefore, to vindicate diverfions. which 
Bi Nenlden eee on the pre- 
tended ground that they-are not pecifi- 
cally condemned in the Giofpel, would be 
little lefs abfurd than if the heroes of 
Newmarket thould bring it as a proof that 


much more pure agent sa 
ee : ‘ ‘© otegiatt 


oe 1 sof 
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tian Britain, as the modicration of 

contented with the triumph of a crown of 
Jeayes, is fuperior'to that criminal fpirit of 
gambling which iniquitowfly enriches the 
wiGor by beggaring the cimpetitor. 
‘Loci ‘abules, as we have fald, were 
not the object of a Book whofe inftruc. 
tions were to be of univerfal and lafting 
application. As a proof of this, Tittle is 
faid in’ the Gofpel of the then prevailing 
corruption of polygamy; nothing againft 
the favage cuftom ofexpofing children, or 
even againft flavery; nothing exprefily 
againit fuicide or duelling;; the laft Gothic 


22600 (ON PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. 
#@o unto you?” and. againft. fuicide 
and dueling, in the ge' prohibition 

murder, which “is Rrongly en- 
fofced and affectingly amplified by the 
folemn mmatinér in which murder is traced 
back to. its firft feed of anger, ty if 
mon ‘on the mount ? 

‘Thos it is Clear, that, when Chrift fent 
the Golpel to all nations, he meant that 
that Gofpel thould proclaim thofe prime 
truths, general Jaws, and fundamental 
doGrines, which muft neceffarily involve 
the prohibition of alll individual, local, and 
inferior errors; errors which could Rot 


have been, ipecfically guarded 


Lega of 

Yolume info {uch inconvenient le 

would sel oe 
mul And while its lead- 
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{ng principles are of univetfal application, 
fomutt always, in fome meafure, be left'te 
the diferetion of the preacher, and’z0"the 
‘etinfcience of the hearer, to cxafithe 
‘whether the life and habite of thofé who 
profels i are conformable to its Spirit. 
"The fame Divine Spitié which Maite 
the Holy Scriptures, is ptomifed to purify 
the hearts and renew the natures of "re. 
‘petiting and believing Chriffians; and the 
compofitions it infpired are in fome degree 


correéts the tafte which was accuftonied to 
find its proper gratification in the reforts of 
vanity ; and thus effediually provides for 
the reformation of the (habits, and infufes 
a telith for rational-and domeftic enjoy; 
ments, and for whatever cant admiriilter 
‘pleafure to that fpirit of — 
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which, though to a fiiperBciat reader’ it 
HRY eeapbttnsry Peco cSeteetteLs 
the prefent fubje&, yet to readers of another 
calt, feems to fettle’ the matter beyond 
controverfy. In the parable of the great 
fupper, this important truth is held out to 
aus, that even things ood. in them/eles 
may be the means of our eternal. rnin, 


laudable in itfelf. _ They had all different 
_ reafons; but they all agreed inthis, 10 
decline the invitation to the fupper. The 
- worldly: poffeflions of «one, the worldly . 
“Dufinefs of another, and what thould be 
»particularly attended to, the love to his 
’ deareft 
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deareht relative, of'a third, (a love, by the 
Ways not only allowed but commanded 
in Scripture,) were brought forward. ag 
excufes for not attending to the important 
bufinefs of religion. ‘The. 
however, was the fame to all. None 
“ of thofewhich were biden, fhall tafte 
of my fupper.” If then things innecent, 
things necefary, things Jaudable, things 
commanded, become finful, when by un- 
feafonable or exceflive indulgence they 
detain the heart and affections from God, 
how vain will all thofe arguments ne- 
ceffarily be rendered, which are urged by 
the advocates for certain amufements, on 
the ground of their harmlefng/t; if thofe 
amufements ‘ferve (not to mention any 
folitive evil which may belong to them) 
in like ‘manner to draw away the 
thoughts and affetions from all fpirituall 
Adjedts ! Fiptis 

To conclude; when this topic happens 
to Become the fubje& of conyerfation, 
fat 3 ‘inftead 
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inflead of addreffing fevere and »pointed 
dttacks to youtig ‘ladies on the fin\'oF 
attending placés’ of diverfion, would it 
not be better firft to endeavour to excite 
in them that principle of Chriftianity, with 
which fuch @iverfions fem not quite com- 
patible; as the phyfician, who vifits a 
patient in an etuptive fever, pays little 
attention to thofe* fpots which to the 
ignorant appear to be the difeafe, except 
‘indeed fo far'as they ferve us indications 
to let him into its nature, but goes flraight 
to thes root of the malady? He attacks 
the feyer, he lowers the pulfe, he changes 
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_ for ye‘know. not at:what! time | 
* © your: Lord ‘cometh 2” — “ Abftain 
“from all appearance Of evil” — Set 


“ and Iults2” And I would yenture.to 
offer one criterion, by which the per- 
fons in. queftion maybe enabled to de- 
cide.on the pofitive innocence and fafety 
of fuch diverfions; I mean, provided 
they are fincere in their fcrutiny and ho- 
neft in,their avowal, If, on their return 
at pight, from thofe places, they find they 
can,jretirey and “ commune with their 
“ own, heartsy’ if they find the love 
of God operating with undiminifhed force 
on their minds; if they can “ bring 
every thought “into «fabje@ion,” and 
eerenrey eee bugientons 

: can foberly examine into their own 
es: Ido not fay if they ean do 
ugh aor fear pees errand 
 Kfor, 
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(forwho can do this at any time 2) -butif 
they.tcan do it with the fame degreesof 
fetioulitefs, pray with the fane degree Of" 
fervour; and renounce the world in as” 
reat a inea/ure as at Yother times ;"ahd~ 
if they can tie down with a peaceful” 
confcioufnels of having: avoided in the” 
evening “ that temptation” which they > 
had prayed not tobe ** led into”: iti the 
morning, they may then more -reafon/> 
ably hope that all is well, and that they © 
are not {peaking falf: peace to their ’ 
hearts. If this telt were fairly ufed; if 
this experiment were honeftly tried; if 
may we not without olfence prefume to 
afk,—Could our numerous places of public - 
refort, could our ever-niultiplying fcenes), 
of more feleé& but not: lefs dangerous dis» 


aa re patie Lbplienes, Gali, Se 
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Baoan: worl,“ J seqicd 
Wee Wik ee ore ee 
setae to at 
fo nih aetcnele Of redSoaing and fo much pointed 
wit to thi objet, He nat ely makes the reader 
afraid of a worldly life on accomut of its finfuloefs, but 
albamed of it om pecount of its folly. Few men pers 
haps have had a deeper infight into the human heart, 
of have more fkilfully probed its corruptions: yet on 
points of dottrine hie views do not feem to be jults 
and) his difquifitions are often ynfound and fanciful ; 
So that a general perufal of his works would neither 
be profitable, or intelligible. Toa fathionable wo- 
‘man jmmeried in the vanities of life, or to'a baty man 
overwhelmed with its cares, I know no book fo 
applicable, of likely to exhibit with equal force the 
vanity ‘of -the thadows they are purfuing. Bur, 
‘even i this work, he is not a Lafe guide to evange- 


Ser erhean re he is highly 





ary and whimfical: and I have known fome 
perfons who were firll led by this admirable 

spent to fee the wants of their own hearts, and the 
vutter infafbciesey of the work to Gl) up the craving 
Te ed Mcot ti anecs spe 
aod had their abridged, 
and whofe minds have costratied fomething of a mo- 
waltic feverity by an usqualified"perufal of Mr. Law. 
True Chaitianity docs aot call on us to Marre our 
bodies, 
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L it mot whimfical to hear fuch com- 
who are voluntarily purfuing, as has been 
fhewn.in the preceding Chapters, a courfe 


of life which Fathion makes infinitely 
more laborious? How really burden- 
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the fervice of Chriftianity would) no 
longer. merit its prefent appellation of 
being a “ regfonable fecvice :!” then the” 
name of perfe& flavery might be jultly 
applied to thac which we are -told vif 
the beautiful language of our churctir 
“ a fervice ‘of perfect freedom :” ae 
vice, the- great object af which is 

“ deliver us from the bondage of scar 
“ruption into the glorious liberty ofthe 
“ children of God.” . 

A worldly temper, by which I megane 
difpofition to prefer worldly pleafuresy 
worldly fatiafattions, and worldly -advan- 
tages, to the immortal interefts of the fouls’ 
and -to let worldly confiderations actuate 
us inftead of the diétates of religion in the: 
concerns of ordinary life; a worldly tent 
per, I fay, is noty like’ almoft any other 
fault, the -effeét of paflion or ‘the con! 
fequence of furprife when the heart is off 
its guard.'~ It is not excited incidentally by’ 
the operation of external circumftances on 
the infirmity of nature; but it is the vital 

13 fpirit, 
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‘piri, the efTecat foul, the Hing’ principle 
OF evil) “ef MGt 1 fiuch an a@, as 
WMG of betag hot fo math an occa: 
florid! complaint, as a’ tainted Conftitution 
OF mind. “If fC do not’ always thow ftfelf 
th extrabrditizery” Gicoffes, it ‘has’ no per 
fed intermiffidm, “Even whet it is ‘not 
‘immediately tempted to break out thto 
overt'and pecific aéte, it iis at work withitl, 
Rirting up the heart to difaffetion ‘againft 
holinefs, and infufing 2 ‘kind of moral dif- 
‘Ability to whatever is intrinfieally’ good. 
Trvinfetts and depraves all the powers 
‘ahd factilties of the foul; for it operates 
on the underftanding by blinding it to 
‘whatever is fpiritdally good ; on the will, 
‘by Making it-averfe from Goul ; onthe af- 
feGtionis, by difordéring and “fenfiralizing 
them ; fo that one may almoft fay to thofe 
“who are under the feprome-dominion of 
this! fhivit, what was fail 6 the hofts of 
“Jothua, “Yu tarnat ferve tie Lord.” ~ 
This ‘worldlinels of ining is “xiot at 
petal undéritood, and for the 

follow- 
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s world pur chief bufinefs is with 
things of this world, and that to 
the butinefs of this world well, chat is, 
conformably to moral principles, ig the 
chief fubftance of moral and trae good 
nefs, Religlon, if introduced ar all ino 
the fyftem, only makes its occafional, and 
if 1 may fo fpeak, its holiday appearance. 
To bring religion into every thing, jis 
thonght incompatible with the duc at- 
tention to the things of this life, And fo 
it would be, if by religion were meantsalh- 
ing about religion. The phrale, therefore, 
is: “ One cannot always be praying; we 
“ mult mind our bufinels and our focial 
* duties as well as our devotion.” Worldly 
Dufinefs being thus fubjeted to worldly, 
‘though in fome degree moral, maxims, 
the mind during the condu& of bufinels 
¢rows, worldly; and a patent’, 7, 
Pe en ee 
relaxes the moral principle on w! 5 te 


Polhy 
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«alli. of the, work are ce well 
oon nol se fsa he exercifes 
Ce a i he, 
ae. fo much.affumes the femblance of 
goodnels;,,that, thofe who have not right 
views are apt to miftake the, carrying 
the affairs of life on a tolerably, ae, 
\ptinciple, for religion. They do not fee 
that: the evil lies not in their fo carrying 
op bufinels, but in their not carrying on the 
sing oti life in fubferviency to the 
of eernity ; in their not carrying 
. on with the unintermitting idea of 
Ets The evil docs not lie"in 
Se ges met gi 
“qn their “not npn! a 
“thé clofer into the ; in their “not 
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"Tiotihobigh’‘thére “are; "bleffed: Be""God ! 
“Gi the “moft exalted ftations, ‘women who 
adom their Chriftian profeflion by a’con- 
fiftent ' cdndud ;' 'yetare there not thers 
“wlio ‘are’ labouring hard to unite the irte- 
“‘concileable interefts of earth and heaven ? 
“who, whilesthey will not relinguith one’ 
“of What this world has to beltows yet 
flo means renounce their hopes of a bet+ 
ter? who did not think it unreafonable that 
thelr ‘indulging in the fullet poffeffion of 
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férve its forms, and would be: thocked 
not to be thought religi¢ws, are yet im- 
merfed in this life of difqualifying world- 
linefs? who, though they make a con- 
feience of going to the public worthip 
once on a Sunday, and are fcrupuloufly 
obfervant of the other rites of the Church, 
yet hefitaye not to give up all the reft of 
their time to the very fame purfuits and 
pleafures which occupy the hearts and 
lives of thofe loofer chara&ers whofe en- 
joyment is not obftructed by any dread 
of a future.account? and! who are aéting 
on ¢he wife principle of “ the children of 
this world,” in making the moft of the 
prefent ftate of being from the conviétion 
that there is no other to be expedted? 

It mult be owned, indeed, that faith in 
unfeen things is at timesfadly weak and 
defeGtive even in the truly pious; and 
that it is fo, is the fubjeét of their grief 
and humiliation. O! how does the 
Chriftian take fhame in :the 
his_belief, in the lownels of his aftain. 
or 2; ments | 
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ments! How deeply does he lament ‘that 
* when he would do good, evil is prefent 
“ with him!”—“ that the life he now 
* lives in the fleth, is” not, in the degree 
it ought to be, “by faith in the fon of 
“God!” Yet one thing is clear; how- 
ever weak his belief may feem to be, it 
is evident that his aétions are sfiinly go- 
verned by it; he evinces his fincerity to 
others by a life in fome good degree analo- 
gous to the dottrines he profeifes: while 
to himfelf he has at leaft this conviétion, 
that faint as his confidence may be at times, 
low as may be his hope, and feeble ar*his 
faith may feem, yet at the worlt of times 
he would not exchange that faint meafure 
of tru@ and hope for all the actual pleafares 
and poffeffions of his molt fplendid ac- 
quaintance; and what jis a proof of his 
fincerity he never feeks the cure of his de- 
jeBion, where they Seek theirs, in the world, 

but in God. 
But as to thé faich of worldly perfons, 
however {trong it may be in fpeculation, 
a2 however 
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however orthodox their creed, however 
ftout their profeffion, one cannot help fear- 
ing that it isa little defective in fincerity = 
for if there were in the mind a full perfua- 
fion of the truth of revelation, and of the 
eternal blifs it promifes, would it not be 
obvious to them thar there muft be more 
diligence for its attainment ? We difcover 
gteat_ardour in carrying on worldly pro- 
jets, | becaufe we believe the good which we 
are purfuing is real, and will reward the 
trouble of the purfuit: we believe that good 
to be attained by diligence, and we pru- 
dently proportion our earneftnels to this 
conyiétion : when therefore we fee perfons 
profefling: a lively faith in a better world, 
yet Jabouring little to obtain an intereft in 
ity. can. we forbear fulpeGing that their 
belief, not only of their own title to.cternal 
happinefs, but of eternal happinefs iefelf, is 
not well grounded ¢ andl wate if phey wane 
to exaptine themfelves truly,” and pro- 
duce the principle of fuch ‘a relaxed mora- 
liry, the faith would be found to be much 
Of apiece with the pradtice ? “ 
ven 


ON A WOREDLY SPIRIT. 229 


Even that very fpirit of enjoyment 
which leads the perfons in queftion fo fta- 
dioufly to poffels themfelves of the qualifi- 
cations for the” pleafures of the prefent 
feene; that underftanding which leads 
them to acquire fuch talents as may enable 
them to rejith the reforts of gaiety here; 
that very fpirit fhould induce thefe who 
are really looking for a future {tate of hap- 
pinefs, to with to acquire fomething of the 
tafte, and temper, and talents, which may 
be confidered as qualifications for its en- 
joyment. The negie& to do this muit 
proceed from one of thefe two caufes; 
either they muft think their prefent courfe 
a fafe and proper courfe; or they muft 
think that death is to produce fome fudden 
and ‘furprifing alteration in the human 
charaéter. But the office of death is to 
tranfport us to a new ftate, not to tranf- 
form us to a new nature; the ftroke of 
death is intended to effei our deliverance 
out! of this world, and our introduétion 
into another; but it is not likely to effect 

/ Q3 bef 
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any fodden and wonderful or total change 
im our hearts or our taftes: fo far from 
this, that we are affured in Scripture, 
“ that he that is filthy will be filthy filly 
and he that is holy will be. holy flill,’* 
Though we believe that death will com- 
pletely cleanfe the holy foul from its re. 
maining pollutions, that it will exchange 
defective fanGtification into perfec purity, 
entangling temptation into complete free. 
dom, want and pain into health and 
fruition, doubts and fears into perfect 
fecurity, and oppreffive wearinels into ever- 
lafting reft; yet there is no magic in the 
wand of death which will convert an un- 
holy foul intoa holy one. And ivis awful 
to refle@, that fuch tempers as have the 
it for ever ; that fuch as the'will is when 
we clofe our eyes upon the things of time, 
foch it will be when we open them on 
thofe of eternity. The mere ad of death 
no more fits us for heaven, than the mere 
Slteierie” ee 
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hhoufe fits us for a new one, If we die 
with our hearts running over with the 
love of the world, then: is no promife to 
lead us to expect that we fhail rife with 
them full of the iove of God. Death. in- 
deed will thew us-to ourfelves fuch aswe 
are, but wall not make us fuch as we are 
not: and it will be too late to be acquit. 
ing felf-knowledge when we can no longer 
turn it to any account but that of torment. 
ing ourfelves. To illuftrate this truth ftill 
farther by an allufion familiar to the pér- 
fons I addrefs: the drawing up the ¢or- 
tain at the theatre, though it ferves to in. 
troduce us to the entertainments behind it, 
does not create in us any new faculties to 
underftand or to relilh thofe entertain. 
ments: thefe mult have been long in ac- 
quiring ; they muft have been provided 
beforehand, and brought with us to the 
“place, if we would relith the. pleafures of 
it; for the enjertainment can only operate 
on that tafte we carry to it. It is too late 

a4 to 


232, ON A/WORLDLY.SPsRET, 


tobe acquiring -when we ought) to,-be 
enjoying. ety PEWS Liver # ne 
That fpirit of prayer and. praife, thofe, 
difpofitions. of love, meeknels, “+ peace, 
“<_quietnefs,. and affurance,;” shat: indif> 
ference to. the fathion. of..a world which is, 
pafling away; that longing after deliver- 
ance from fin, that defire of -holinefs, ;to- 
gether with all, the {pecific marks of our 
having “ the fruits of the fpirit’?, here, 
muft furely make fome part of our, qua- 
lification for the enjoyment.of-a world, 
the pleafures of which, are all Jpiritual, 
And, who can conceive any. thing com- 
parable to the awful furprife of a foul long. 
immerfed in the indulgences of vanity and 
pleafure, yer all the while lulled by the felf- 
complacency of a religion of mere forms 5 
who, while it countéd upon heaven as a 
thing of courfe, had made no prepara- 
tion’ for it! Who: can conceive any fur. 
prife comparable to that: of fuch a foul’ 
‘on thutting its eyes on a world of fenfe, of 
which all the objeéts and delights were fo 
t congenial 
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‘on a world of Spirits of Ragin 4 
ragters of enjoyment are of a nature new, 
unknown, ferprifing, and fpecifcally dif? 
ferent? pleafures more iticonéeivable ‘to 
its apprehenfion and more unfuitable to its 
tafte, ‘than the "fratifications of one fenfe’ 
are to the orgatts of another, or than the! 
mio exquifite works’ of genius to abfofnte! 
imbecility of mind. 

While we would with deep humility 
confefe that we cannot purchale heaven 
by any works or right difpofitions of 
our own; while we ‘gratefully acknow- 
ledge’ that ‘ir mvaft\ be jpurchafed for “us 
by Him who loved us, and wathed 
“us from our fins in his blood ;” yer 
let ‘us remember that we have no reafon * 
to: expett we could be capable of en= 
joying» the “pleafures “of a” heaven fo 
purchafed without heavenly mindedneft. ° 
When thofe perfons who are apt toexpedt | 
as much comfors from religion as if their 
hearts: were" not! fullof ee 


